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CONFIDENTIAL BUJUMBURA 0334 


E.O.: 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, BY, CG, AO 

SUBJ: UPDATE OF BURUNDI POSITION ON SHABA SITUATION 
REF : (A) STATE 66446, (B) BUJUMBURA 292 

1 . IN FURTHERANCE OF REFTEL A, AND AS FOLLOW-UP TO 
DISCUSSION BETWEEN ZAIRIAN AMBASSADOR AND PRIME MINISTER 
NZAMBIMANA, REFTEL B, ON MARCH 18, 1 PRESSED FONMIN 
MUGANGA MARCH 30 FOR BURUNDI REACTION TO EVOLVING SHABA 
SITUATION. 

2. MUGANGA SAID TOP OFFICIALS HAD RECENTLY REVIEWED 
POSSIBILITY OF BURUNDI ACTION OR DECLARATION, BUT HAD 

DECIDED AGAINST ANY MOVE. HE EXPLAINED THAT BURUNDI FULLY 
UNDERSTOOD DANGER OF LETTING ONE AFRICAN COUNTRY SUPPORT A 
REBEL FORCE MOVING INTO A NEIGHBORING COUNTRY, SINCE BURUNDI 
IN THE PAST (1972 AND 1973) HAD EXPERIENCED A SIMILAR PROBLEM. 
MOREOVER, DURING HIS BRIEF RECENT TRANSIT THROUGH BUJUMBURA 
FROM KINSHASA, FONMIN NSEKALIJE OF RWANDA HAD MADE MUGANGA 
FULLY AWARE OF EXTREME WEAKNESS OF ZAIRIAN MILITARY POSITION 
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IN SHABA. NONETHELESS, BURUNDI FELT THAT IT COULD DO 
NOTHING. IT HAD NO EMBASSY IN LUANDA, AND BAGAZA HAD NEVER 

EVEN MET NETO. BESIDES, BURUNDI'S NEW REGIME CARRIED LITTLE 
WEIGHT AS YET IN AFRICAN CIRCLES. THUS, IT WAS BY FAR 
PREFERABLE FOR IT TO STAND ASIDE WHILE GIVING FULLY MORAL 
SUPPORT TO NIGERIAN MEDIATION EFFORT. MUGANGA THOUGHT THAT 
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NIGERIA, WITH ITS EXCELLENT TIES TO BOTH ANGOLA AND ZAIRE, 

ALONG WIT ITS GREAT POWER AND PRESTIGE IN AFRICA, SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH SOMETHING, IF ANYONE COULD. 

3. FONMIN NOTED THAT PRESIDENT BAGAZA WOULD RECEIVE 
ZAIRIAN ROVING AMBASSADOR LENGEMA ON MARCH 30. 1 HAVE THE 
FEELING THAT THE LATTER WILL GET ABOUT THE SAME MESSAGE AS 
I DID. I.E., TEA AND SYMPATHY, BUT NO COMMITMENT TO 
WORD OR DEED. 

MARK 
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